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	LONDONDERRY — Catamount Energy will apply for state approval later this year to build what would be the state's largest wind energy project on Glebe Mountain in Londonderry and Windham.

General manager Robert Charlebois said Thursday that its wind energy project is moving ahead.

Catamount Energy, which is a subsidiary of the state's largest utility, Central Vermont Public Service Corp., has plans to erect 27, 1.8-megawatt turbines on Glebe Mountain, which stretches from Londonderry to Windham, and is home to the Magic Mountain Ski Area.

Charlebois said work had slowed since last fall during what he called "the de-facto moratorium," as the Douglas administration appointed a commission to study wind energy state regulatory policy and make recommendations.

The commission, which issued its report in December, recommended only minor changes to the current state review process by the Public Service Board. So far, no changes have been put in place by the Douglas administration.

"We intend to have an application in before year's end," Charlebois said. "We're moving forward as quickly as we can. We slowed down during the de-facto moratorium," he said.

"It all has to be written and various studies have to be collected and narrated," Charlebois said.

Catamount has state approval to put up two wind-measurement towers on Glebe Mountain, which Charlebois said are needed to collect more data. He said the towers would probably be put up this summer. Catamount already has one meteorological tower on Glebe, he said.

"We want to confirm some of our analysis and refine our numbers," he said.

Catamount's project would use the new generation of more efficient — and substantially taller — wind turbines. The turbines, which would be 330 feet tall with the blades fully extended, would have to be lit day and night because of federal aviation regulations. The turbines would be taller than the Bennington Monument.

Charlebois recently met with the Londonderry Select Board to let them know about the status of the project.

James Wilbur of Londonderry, co-chairman of the Glebe Mountain Group, a group of area residents who are opposed to Catamount's project, said his group is concerned that state regulators continued to evaluate wind energy projects on ridgelines on a case-by-case basis, rather than adopting statewide standards.

"There's no accountability, no uniformity in all this," Wilbur said. "Vermont ridgelines have been protected by Act 250 for 30 years."

Many opponents to wind energy projects believe the projects should be reviewed under Act 250, the state's primary land use law, instead of what is called the 248 process of the state's utility laws.

Wilbur said he believes that a small number of area residents support Catamount's plans and a small number of area residents oppose the project.

"And the vast majority aren't paying attention," Wilbur said.

The Glebe Mountain Group was considering commissioning a study to gauge support or opposition to the plan, he said.

The group has 230 members from six different towns around Glebe Mountain, with most of the people coming from Londonderry and Weston, Wilbur said.

Wilbur said members of his group, along with supporters of the project, had met together in a Catamount-sponsored group for about eight months. But his group withdrew from the collaborative group last year.

Robert Ide, director of energy efficiency for the Department of Public Service, said the state had received an e-mail with a heads-up from Charlebois that he was going ahead with Glebe Mountain project.

"They said they are now moving ahead with the project," Ide said.

There is only one operating commercial wind energy project in the state, Green Mountain Power's small Searsburg project, which was built several years ago as a pilot project with financial help from the federal government and electric industry.

The 11 Searsburg towers are 190-feet tall, which exempts them from the federal aviation lighting standard. The turbines generate up to 6 megawatts of power.

Since then, only one wind project has applied for state approval to build a four turbine facility — the East Haven Windfarm proposed for East Mountain in the Northeast Kingdom town.

That project completed hearings this month before the Public Service Board and will have to wait a couple of months for a decision.

Charlebois wasn't willing to share his timetable for his project, and he said any decision from the state about the East Haven project probably wouldn't have an impact on his project.

"Each of these projects is different. The state will evaluate these projects on a case-by-case basis," he said.
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